Dear Counsellor [ insert name of your local councillor]
 
I am writing to urgently ask you to put pressure on Plymouth City Council to cease their plans to shortly remove nearly 140 trees along Armada Way in the city centre.

As part of the Armada Way Public Realm project, 136 trees are currently scheduled for imminent clearing. Several have been removed in the past week to make way for a ‘knowledge hub’, while part of Armada Way’s upper walk has now been closed off to the public with fencing.

The plan to remove Armada Way’s existing trees is extremely unpopular, yet Plymouth City Council are seemingly determined to push it through without regard to public sentiment. A currently circulating petition (Save The Trees of Armada Way | SumOfUs Petitions ), calling for the plans to be modified to keep the existing trees standing rather than simply felling them, has reached over 1,800 signatures at the time of writing. Additionally, the petition’s organisers have reported outrage and a nearly universal lack of prior awareness about the development when talking to the public, as well as a strong concomitant feeling that the council has not engaged in enough public consultation to justify such drastic action.

The council’s own Plymouth’s Plan for Trees acknowledges the importance of tree presence for both the city’s civic and environmental wellbeing, yet it is hard not to be cynical about their commitments to such statements. The vast majority of Armada Way’s trees are mature and healthy, with mostly 15 to 40 years life left in them, in some cases 40-plus years. They perform the vital functions of filtering air pollution, counteracting urban heat island effects, acting as a source of carbon storage and providing a sanctuary for wildlife. The proposed trees that will take their place will take at least 30 years to provide such benefits. As such, it is not merely counterproductive but completely absurd to remove the trees we do have simply for the sake of a vanity project and the ill-defined promise of far-off future benefits, especially at a time when PCC have declared a climate emergency.

Thank you for taking the time to read this message. I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,
