[bookmark: _Hlk117863407]Example Template: public contact with local ward councillors – requesting greater scrutiny of the proposed plan to remove 78% of mature trees from Armada Way Plymouth.

Dear Counsellor [ insert name of your local councillor]
RE: Proposal to remove 78% of mature trees from Armada Way. 
The woodland landscape along Armada way is cherished by the people of Plymouth and is a well-respected example of how the urban environment can be enhanced by nature. 
The mature trees have become home to roosting birds and wildlife that is important for preserving biodiversity. The mature trees also enhance air quality in a way that would take years to achieve if the redevelopment of the city centre goes ahead as planned.  
According to the Council’s own figures, 78% of mature trees are scheduled for felling. Only 17 trees in the current scheme will remain, the majority of which have yet to reach a comparable level of maturity to sustain biodiversity.
The proposed avenue of 150 young trees is a welcome addition to replace dead or diseased trees but I strongly object to healthy mature trees being destroyed for aesthetic purposes and vanity projects. 
The decision makers say that the trees in Armada way are the wrong type of trees but so far, the public have not been provided with any evidence of how the council reached this conclusion, neither have they published any impact assessments on wildlife and air quality.  There are many examples of urban planning where innovative solutions have been found to address any structural issues that may be caused by trees; has this option been considered?   
I’m writing to you to ask for redevelopment planning to be paused, this will enable proper scrutiny into the rational for so many healthy mature trees needing to be destroyed. A pause will also provide more time for the public consultation process to be rolled out more extensively and in a more accessible way.  
I believe that most people of Plymouth are unaware of what is about to happen. The public consultation process has so far been low key and particularly vague about the felling of so many mature trees and the associated impact. Will the council now publish Data and a full justification so that the people of Plymouth can be properly informed.  

Yours sincerely  


